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Dear Awesome Friends of The Sierra Fund:

So terrific you are joining us to celebrate twenty 
years of The Sierra Fund. I am proud to take the 
helm of this organization and build on its impressive 
legacy for a region I love wholeheartedly. The Sierra 
Fund is effective due to its grounding in research 
and science to both understand problems and define 
innovative solutions. The organization has built 
powerful alliances with water agencies, state and local 
governments, federal agencies, Indian tribes, and 
private contractors. The Sierra Fund has played vital 
roles in supporting coalitions to get the repairs and 
cleanup of the Sierra headwaters on track.

And we are ready to go! We face challenges unseen 
by humankind due to climate change. This is an all-
hands-on-deck decade. I look forward to leading The 
Sierra fund to scale up solutions, develop ambitious 
new approaches, and expand our collaborations and 
diverse partnerships to ensure a resilient future.

I believe that sustaining another 20 years requires 
that celebration, joy, and appreciation for those we 
work with must be foundational to our strategy. 
Please join with me, the talented Sierra Fund staff, 
and dynamic board of directors in celebrating our 
past leadership, terrific partnerships, and great 
accomplishments. And let’s ensure tonight is also 
about new beginnings and an ongoing full-throttle 
commitment to a vibrant Sierra future.

Cheers, 

Joan
Joan Clayburgh | Executive Director

A note from our Executive Director
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Program Itinerary

Tonights program will start approximately around 6:00 pm and 
will last 15-20 minutes.

Presenter Program

Senator John Laird Welcome Guests

Adrienne Alvord Review accomplishments and highlights of 20 years

Senator John Laird
Invite Legislative Colleagues to the podium

Presentation of Legislative Commendation to Izzy Martin

Joan Clayburgh Presentation of Sierra Fund Award to Izzy Martin

Izzy Martin Remarks

Senator John Laird Program Conclusion

Current Board:
Adrienne Alvord, Board Chair
Rich Gordon, Vice Chair
Alison Harvey, Secretary/Treasurer
Martha Lennihan
Robert Meacher
Tim Seward

Current Staff:
Joan Clayburgh, Executive Director
Carrie Monohan, Program Director
Nick Graham, Senior Environmental Scientist
Jen Scarbrough, Finance and Operations Manager
Laura Carroll, Development Manager
Jenny Michael, Office Manager
 

For more on The Sierra Fund visit www.sierrafund.org

Thank you Steve Frisch for your 
sponsorship. — The Sierra Fund
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Twenty years ago, a small cadre of folks—inspired to develop 
new resources to fund the conservation and restoration of the 
Sierra Nevada—banded together to create The Sierra Fund.

In honor of those bold and visionary founding board members 
who continue to demonstrate their leadership—Janet Cohen 
and John Regan—and those valiant heroes—Sarah Forslund and 
Michael Killigrew--who left us heartbreakingly all too early.

With special gratitude to those who took a risk and and chose 
to invest in our first tenuous steps—Michael Mantell and the 
Resources Legacy Fund, the Honorable Bill Newsom, Michael 
Funk, Ken Grossman, Amy Lyons at the Goldman Fund, John and 
Patty Brissenden, David and Kathy Welch, Terry Tamminen and 
Kristina Haddad at Environment NOW Foundation, and Joe Caves 
and Leslie Friedman Johnson at Conservation Strategy Group.

You brought the fuel to our fire, and without you none of this 
would have been possible.

Momentum is proud to sponsor The Sierra Fund’s 20th 
Anniversary Reception and looking forward to another 20 years 
of bold leadership in restoring ecosystem and community 
resiliency in the Sierra Nevada.

 www.buildmomentum.io
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Summary of Accomplishments

2001

2022
and beyond

2001-
2010

2004

2005-
2022

The Sierra Fund Begins!

Bring It On!

The First Decade

Critical Leadership

Mining’s Watchdog

Thank you!  We are grateful for you and your efforts that got us here! 
Celebrate with us our best successes over 20 years. Including:

The Sierra Fund started with five Sierra residents Dec 2nd 2001. In the first ten years alone TSF 
attracted over $100 million in public/private investment into the Sierra. Shawn Garvey was the 
first CEO 2001-2004. 

We are ready to march confidently into the future working hard to restore 
ecosystem and community resiliency in the Sierra Nevada. 

The Sierra helped philanthropist make smart investments and provided $10 million in charitable 
gifts to the Sierra Nevada through donor advised funds. TSF also provided fiscal sponsorship 
and loans. This support incubated new organizations, supported long-time conservation 
organizations, and provided a platform for collaborative projects. 

Izzy Martin becomes CEO 2005-2021 and under her guidance The Sierra Fund was a critical 
leader helping establish the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. From early meetings until a bill 
co-authored by then-Assembly members John Laird and Tim Leslie was signed by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in 2004, the Sierra Fund played a pivotal role in shaping the bill, building support 
for its passage, and working the halls of the Capitol. The Conservancy to date has leveraged over 
$120 million dollars of state funding for enhancing the environmental, economic, and social 
well-being of the Sierra Nevada. 

The Sierra Fund has been at the forefront of protecting and alerting the public to the gold 
rush mining’s ongoing toxic legacy and more importantly advancing policies and practices to 
implement solutions. TSF raised the long-ignored issue of the gold rushes toxic legacy to be a 
recognized problem for California, the Sierra Nevada and even the nation. TSF released a series 
of reports, met with myriad state and local leaders to champion reforms, and gained recognition 
for this long-ignored issue. $120 million dollars of state funding for enhancing the environmental, 
economic, and social well-being of the Sierra Nevada. 

 • TSF led the effort creating bipartisan support which has to date stopped instream 
recreational suction dredge mining until a permit system can be developed or 
deemed impossible. Recreational suction dredging disturbed important fish habitat 
and mobilized mercury from historic gold mind operations, threatening human health 
and harming the environment.  

 • The Sierra Fund led the legislative overhaul of the Surface Mining Act Reform Act, 
which took effect 2017. Reforms improved how the law worked for industry, local 
governments, state government and the public – better protecting our health and 
environment.

 • The Sierra Fund established numerous model pilot projects showcasing science-
based restoration and remediation techniques. For example, the Sierra Fund 
co-created an innovative and effective clean-up of Mercury and sediment at Combie 
Reservoir, setting a precedent that other reservoirs can use to reduce mercury 
exposure and gain back needed capacity for water storage. 
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The Sierra Fund was founded in 2001, shortly 
after the awful events of 9/11, in a year full 
of trauma, challenge and opportunity for this 
nation and this region. Since that time much 
has changed – due in part to the transformative 
impacts of The Sierra Fund’s mission-led actions 
to bring new resources to the Sierra Nevada that 
can restore ecosystem and community resiliency 
to the “range of light.”

As the leader for most of these last 20 years I 
had the joy of assembling an amazing team of 
board, staff, funders, and leaders from the private 
and public policy and scientific arenas. Together, 
we told a new story about the history of our 
state’s birth, about the lasting legacy - both good 
and bad - of the Gold Rush. We designed and 
implemented new solutions to old problems, 
built relationships between previously isolated 
stakeholders, and launched a comprehensive 
Sierra-wide effort to restore our region’s green 
and gray infrastructure to meet the challenge of 
climate change.

We have made real progress, working 
collaboratively across party lines, cultural 
differences, and sprawling geography 
encompassing 1/3 of the state of California. I 
have no doubt the next two decades will yield in 
even greater abundance the fruits of justice and 
resilience that we have cultivated together over 
these two decades.

For the Sierra!

Izzy

Elizabeth Martin | former CEO The Sierra Fund

A letter from Elizabeth “Izzy” Martin
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Congratulations and thanks to the staff of The Sierra Fund for 20 years of dedication, 
effectiveness, and service to the Sierra!

Our best wishes and thanks to Izzy Martin for 16 amazing years at the helm, and look 
forward to all the exciting things to come under Joan Clayburgh’s great leadership. 

— Adrienne Alvord & Stacey Sullivan 

We would like to thank Emigrant Trails Greenway Trust for 
their support. — The Sierra Fund

The Sierra Fund does courageous & meaningful work.

It is a privilege to be part of the team, supporting TSF going forward.

— Martha Lennihan & Paul Thayer
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Thank you Sierra Nevada 

Alliance, Sierra Nevada 

Conservancy and The Sierra 

Fund! our hearts go out to you 

for the great work you have 

done and continue to do! 

— John & Patty Brissenden

TrattenPrice Consulting is a lobbying 
and political consulting firm that 
fights tirelessly to promote policies 
that protect the health and safety of 
consumers, advance clean energy, 
and safeguard our environment 
for future generations. While these 
issues certainly reflect our core 
values, we don’t stop there.

Our commitment to people-focused 
policy means that we have brought 
our expertise to a diverse set of 
issues facing California, including 
fighting the lead paint industry, 
navigating the complex world of 
wildfire liability, and finding creative 
ways to promote women’s rights at 
the State Capitol.
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Water
responsibly
Every drop of water in California counts, 
especially during drought. This summer, keep 
your landscape healthy and make our water 
supplies last by watering outdoors three times 
a week max. Water at dusk or dawn to avoid 
evaporation, and water your plants, not the 
cement. For more conservation tips and rebate 
info visit ebmud.com/drought.

Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger LLP 

specializes in local government, 

land use, renewable energy, and 

environmental law. Since 1980, the 

firm has provided public agencies 

with the highest quality legal 

representation, offering an array of 

litigation, regulatory, counseling, 

and planning services. Known for 

its commitment to environmental 

and community values, SMW has 

achieved an exceptional record of 

court and administrative victories. As 

city attorney, general counsel, and 

outside counsel to numerous public 

agencies, SMW provides advice on 

the wide array of laws applicable to 

local governments, helping clients 

succeed in complex, and often highly 

controversial, matters.
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Building Resilience
in the Sierra Nevada

We are a California state agency established through bi-partisan legislation to initiate, encourage, and 
support efforts that improve the environmental, economic, and social well-being of the Sierra Nevada 
region, its communities, and the people of California.

Through our Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program, we lead, fund, and support work that 
improves the environmental, economic, and social well-being of the Sierra Nevada, a region vital to all 
Californians.

Learn more about our work at www.SierraNevada.ca.gov
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