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community resilienc y in the Sierra Nevada

NEW REGIONAL STRATEGY TO ADDRESS MERCURY
Headwater Merucry Source Reduction Strategy: In 2019 The Sierra Fund
(TSF) released our Headwater Mercury Source Reduction (HMSR) Strategy at
our fifth biennial Reclaiming the Sierra Conference. TSF hosted the conference in
Grass Valley in October, bringing together over 150 land managers, policy-makers,
scientists, technical experts, tribal entities, artists, and interested members of the
public. The Strategy builds on over a decade of work and underwent two years
of review by our Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). The regional strategy is
a comprehensive approach to abate the impacts of mercury – from the Sierra
to sea. Four strategic targets for addressing headwater sources of mercury are
articulated in the Strategy: (1) Hydraulic Mines and Mine Features, (2) Mercury in
Forest and Land Management, (3) Merury-Contaminated Sediment in Reservoirs,
and (4) Mercury Exposure via Fish Consumption.
The conference included an art reception, a day of technical talks, and a tour. The
event culminated with a call to action urging attendees to sign a voluntary resolution
in support of the HMSR Strategy and the collaborative vision for adaptive recovery
that it outlines.
Pictured left is TSF’s Program Director Carrie Monohan presenting Becky Wood of Teichert
Materials (Retired) the Golden Pinecone Award at the Reclaiming the Sierra Conference.

ECOSYSTEM RESILIENCY: PILOT PROJECTS AND SUCCESSES
Mines and Forests: The forests of our headwaters are as much a product of the Gold Rush as the mines themselves. TSF has been
working with Tahoe National Forest to identify a suite of best available technologies (BATs) for forest management in the vicinity
of hydraulic mines. Among the BATs that we are evaluating is the use of soil treatments like biochar on hydraulic mine debris.
Comprehensive watershed and forest restoration includes hydraulic mine remediation and meadow restoration.
Meadows: At Clover Valley Ranch we implemented an innovative suite of restoration techniques including the installation of 20
beaver dam analogues and incorporation of the traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) of the Mountain Maidu Tribe into revegetation
efforts. This fall we planted over 2,000 willow alongside culturally relevant species like wild onion, mugwort, and black cottonwood.
TSF coordinated monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of restoration on meadow health and function with partners from
San Francisco State University, University of Nevada Reno, and University of California, Davis. We showcased our model approach at
the Sierra Meadows Partnership annual workshop by leading a tour of Clover Valley for nearly 80 meadow restoration practitioners,
pictured below.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH: WHAT MATTERS TO COMMUNITIES
Mercury in Fish: We held our fifth annual Post It Day and for the first
time ever posted the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment’s
(OEHHA) site-specific fish consumption advisories for five rivers in our area:
the North, Middle and South Forks of the Yuba River, the Bear River, and
Deer Creek. Our effort expanded to 20 new locations, including the popular
Tribute Trail in Nevada City, where bilingual advisories were installed for
Deer Creek. TSF is pleased to report that AB 762, introduced by California
Assemblymember Bill Quirk earlier this year has been signed into law by
Governor Newsom. AB 762 will require local health officers to post sitespecific OEHHA advisories at water bodies where they apply.
Water Quality and Access: TSF’s work to identify the water quality and
access needs of disadvantaged communities (DACs) has uncovered a key issue
around responsibility for maintaining water infrastructure. High levels of E.
coli have been documented in segments of an in-town creek located in a
DAC. While the upkeep of wastewater mains is funded by the City, once this
infrastructure moves onto private property it becomes the responsibility of
the landowner and can be extremely costly. TSF advocated for inclusion of this
and six other project proposals in the update of the Cosumnes, American,
Bear, Yuba (CABY) Integrated Regional Watershed Management (IRWM) Plan
so that this work will be eligible for Prop 1 funding from the Department of
Water Resources. In all, the proposals represent a little more than $1 million
of water projects that directly serve DACs in Nevada County.
Wildfire and Air Quality: The Camp Fire, which burned the nearby town of
Paradise, California in November 2018, galvanized Nevada County residents’
concerns about the threat of wildfire. TSF’s Environmental Justice Community
Organizer has responded to these concerns by preparing presentations, in
both Spanish and English that focus on how to prepare for wildfire, how to
protect your health during smoke-induced poor air quality days, and how to
engage with stakeholder groups working to make the region more resilient to
wildfire.

SUSTAINED CAPACITY FOR THE SIERRA
Headwater Advocacy: TSF participated in watershed-wide planning as part of the very active CABY Regional Water Management
Group (RWMG) planning activities including work to update the CABY Plan and to create a transparent and effective government
structure for the RWMG. TSF met with key state regulators including the State Mining and Geology Board and the State Water
Resources Control Board regarding their implementation of the legislation that TSF sponsored in 2016 & 2017 to reform the Surface
Mining & Reclamation Act and to regulate suction dredge mining.
Investment Services: 2019 saw a continuation of programs established in past years including serving as a fiscal sponsor to Sierrabased conservation organizations; providing fiscal services to collaborative watershed improvement programs; and serving the needs
of our Donor Advised Funds. TSF closed out the first CABY grant, totaling $5.5 million, secured in 2014 and served as the fiscal
sponsor for the second “drought” round CABY grant, secured in 2016.

